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from the desk offrom the desk of
PASTOR JAMESPASTOR JAMES

Dear Church of  the Cross,

I am reminded that summer is often a time when things slow down. Or if  they get busy, it
is normally busy around travel, vacation, and less structured time. Summer from school, to
work, to retirement tends to have that sense of  feeling more relaxed. As we enter summer,
I have been reflecting on Matthew 6. 

In Matthew 6, Jesus begins with giving to the needy and helping those in need, Jesus then
teaches us the Lord’s prayer and about fasting. Jesus concludes by reminding us to not
be anxious, but remember the lilies of  the valley. It is always important to read scripture in
context and these teachings are no different. Jesus tells us to take care of  the needy.
Jesus calls us to help out those who are in our community and truly in need. Jesus then
calls us to nurture our relationship with God. Jesus ends with reminding us that the Lord
provides and we need not be anxious. Jesus does this all-in-one teaching session. If  we
read them together, we see that, as we are called to care for our community and our
neighbors, as we work to nurture our relationship with God, the smaller things, the things
that seem important in the moment but are not in comparison, start to flutter away. Jesus
teaches us that if  we care for one another and nurture our relationship with God, we can
move to lowering our anxiety. If  we love the Lord and love our neighbor, we can move to
living a stress-free life. 

This summer we will be planning and preparing in the church life cycle. As we look at this
summer, it is often a time of  rest or at least, not as busy, for many. Can we spend this
summer following Jesus’ teaching from Matthew 6? Can we work this summer to nurture
our relationship with God? To truly believe and have faith that God will provide? Can we
work to love the Lord? This summer can we work to nurture and care for our neighbors
and our relationships as a community? Can we work to love our neighbor? As we work on
our relationship with God and our relationship with our neighbors, can we start to live a
less anxious life where we follow and trust in God?

Let us go forward working to trust God in all things, while doing the work we are called to.
Amen.

Pastor James
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from the desk offrom the desk of
PASTOR AIMEEPASTOR AIMEE

I was watching a video the other day of  a woman by
the name of  Doreen Ketchens, playing the clarinet
with a full orchestra in a cathedral. The caption of  the
video said “You’ve NEVER heard the clarinet played
like this!!!” They were right. I clicked on the link for the
video and from the moment Ms. Ketchens started
playing, it was clear that she was one in a million. Her
talent and her passion for the music was evident from
the first note she played…she was lost in the beauty
of  the music and totally engrossed in playing. When
the orchestra was not playing they were just as in awe
of  her as the crowd that filled the seats. Even the
conductor prefaced the song by saying that it was
such an honor to be in the same room with her! When
she was done playing the crowd jumped to their feet
and erupted in applause and cheers. Once she was
done playing, it made total sense why the conductor
and the orchestra were in awe of  her and why the
crowd cheered her. The joy that she felt while playing
was all over her and it was contagious! She was
extraordinary. 

 I don’t know if  you have ever played an instrument or
not…for me, percussion and vocals are all I have ever
really played … but I always liked messing around
with my friend’s clarinets and saxophones in band. I
could make that clarinet sound like a goose gasping
for air in no time. I had ZERO talent with a woodwind
instrument! None. When my mouth hit that reed it was
all squeaks and squawks from me. No one in their
right mind would ever hear that and say “wow…she is
so good!” Honestly…people would probably pay me
NOT to play almost as much they would pay for Ms.
Ketchens to play! 

Weird isn’t it? How is it that the same type of
instrument is brought to life so differently by two
people? Yes, I know she probably has had a ton of
training, countless hours of  practice, and has honed
her skills over the many years she has played. I was
just goofing around during a break in band. 

Honestly though, I believe the main difference
between us is that she clearly has a passion for her
music and playing the clarinet. I know people that
have musical talent but no love for it … although they
can be good, there is something missing. They can
read music, they can count and have the timing, they
get all of  the technical parts of  the song…but when
someone doesn’t “feel” the song, it makes a
difference. I think any musician would tell you that
when you are in love with a piece of  music you
practice, play /sing, and perform it on a deeper level.
It means something to you. You connect with it and
so you play from and with your heart. It is so much
more than technic. It is love for the music. 

I believe that is what Paul was trying to convey to us
in 1 Corinthians 13:1 when he says, “If  I could speak
all the languages of  earth and of  angels, but didn’t
love others, I would only be a noisy gong or a
clanging cymbal.” Sharing our faith, telling others
about Jesus, living out our call is so much more than
just a bunch of  technical “do’s and don’ts.” If  we are
not living out our faith in Jesus with love, then we are
simply going through the motions. If  we are not loving
others as Jesus called us to do, then we “have gained
nothing.” Being a follower of  Christ, in my mind, is so
much like being a musician. Some people have the
rules (technic) memorized and follow them to the
letter…and they expect others to do the same. They
can say the right words and do the right things, but if
they do not do these things with love as the motive,
then it is just an empty clanging noise to the ears of
those who hear it. God’s love changes us. God’s love
changes those around us. Without His love working in
and through us, we are wasting our time. Loving
others the way Jesus did means we WILL be made
uncomfortable. We WILL be asked to connect heart
to heart with people in places we would rather not
think of. We WILL be asked to sacrifice and work hard
and be stretched beyond what we feel we can … but
if  we are willing to do these things with LOVE, then
lives are changed. The acts of  service and
faithfulness we do, when done with love, bring faith to
life. It is more than technic. It is love for God.

                                                       cont. p. 4



Covenant: June 2
One Board: June 16
Covenant: July 7
One Board: July 21

Meetings:
Meetings

Food, Fun & Fellowship:
June 6 & 20
July 11 & 18
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CORNERCORNERCORNERCORNER
Serm

on
Serm

on

June 7
Guest: Pastor Anne Fisher
How Do We Continue the Good Work When We Are
Tired?
Philippians 3:1-16

June 14
Guest: Pastor Anne Fisher
Living Out Our Faith
Philippians 4:1-14

June 21 Father’s Day
Pastor Aimee
Do You Trust Jesus? (Jairus)
Psalm 37:3-6 and Mark 5:21-24, 35-43

June 28
Combined service at Moreland UMC
Pastor James
Who Will You Follow? How Will You Live?
Mark 1:9-20 and Mark 12:28-34

July 5
Pastor James
Freedom! (The Gadarene Demoniac)
Galatians 5:1-13 and Mark 5:1-20

July 12
Pastor James
Maybe God Needs Me to Take Care of  This...
(Sarah)
Genesis 15:1-6, 16:1-7, 18:1-15

July 19
Pastor James
Shift Your Gaze to Christ (Abigail)
1 Samuel 25:1-38

July 26
Pastor James
A Different Set of  Rules (Phillip)
Acts 8:1-40

Pastor Aimee cont. from p. 3

I pray today, wherever you are sitting reading this,
that you will close your eyes, breath in deep, and
ask the Lord of  melody and life to fill your heart
with love for those you will encounter today. Ask
Him to make you a blessing to someone you see
today…and ask Him to teach you to love them
the way He loves them. To see them the way He
sees them. To feel the compassion towards them
and the connection with them that He does. I
pray that when you say yes to loving others the
way God has called you to, that you will have a
passion and hunger for it … and that love will
always fill your songs and your soul. 



MU IC N TES

The Christian Community Choir and
Orchestra and Handbell rehearsals are going
well. At present there are 50 singers and we
are still expecting more to join. The orchestra
and singers are sounding good. The handbell
ringers are learning to help others, who don’t
have much experience ringing, to learn their
part. One ringer has dreamed of  being in a
bell choir and is eager to learn her part.
We look forward to sharing the message of
how God’s hand was in the founding of  this
great nation through faithful followers.
The concert will be presented Monday, June
29   at 7:00 pm at the Wayne County
Fairgrounds Event Center. Chair and bleacher
seating will be available. Handicap accessible
and air conditioned.

th

Any questions please call the church office for
more information at 330-345-6472.
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Dear Church of  the Cross,

Thank you all very much for partnering with me
through prayer and finances with intervarsity. It
is really special knowing I have a village of
people supporting me. I am so encouraged
and thankful for you.
I am praying that you have a lovely spring
season.

Warmly,
Madeline Thompson

Dear Wooster Church of  the Cross UMC Members,

Thank you so much for providing lunch in recognition
of  our 2026 graduating seniors and students. Your
time, thoughtfulness, and generosity in planning this
event are truly appreciated!

Liberty Prep Staff  and Students



M ISS IONS

CAMO IN REVIEW 2024-2025

CAMO has completed their 32nd year. CAMO’S impact was made possible by the generosity of  donors,
and dedication of  the Honduran and US staff. Each person-whether giving time, talent, or resources
plays a vital role in the impact and outcome. There is a story behind every life touched and every
service delivered making lasting changes in people’s lives. Through the united effort, CAMO continues
to sustain 81% self-support in Honduras, with the remaining funds provided by generous partners. This
year marked the start of  construction on our new 43,560 sq ft warehouse which will provide continued
growth and impact for years to come.

The Year Numbers:
217,767 Medical services performed
7,946 Boxes of  Medical Supplies donated
626 Pieces of  Medical equipment
3,034 People Educated
492 Volunteers in Honduras & the US

Medical services expanded - 151 brigades reached underserved communities
Education – medical training certified 1,393 life-saving courses
Community development – expanded trade school & daycare, improved by upgrading facilities &
improved community care
Donations – volunteer impact 158 volunteers processed & shipped medical supplies from us
Global reach - supported 60 institutions & 11 departments (states) with $2.3 million in donations. 

YOU can support CAMO by your monetary donations or unused medical supplies & equipment (such
as wheelers, walkers, crutches). Help us change just one LIFE!

Submitted by Cindy Mullet
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Liberty Preparatory Highschool
Baccalaureate and Graduation

We had the joy of  blessing, honoring and providing needs
for the high school students that attend Liberty
Preparatory School (Liberty Prep) with a Baccalaureate
and providing cake, ice cream, bibles and sweatshirt
hoodies for their graduation. 

A lack of  food is one struggle that students at Liberty Prep
often have, resulting in difficulty
focusing, studying, and learning due to hunger. While the
school can provide lunch, through state of  Ohio funding,
the students are still hungry over weekends and other
times.  We cannot solve this problem fully,  but we decided
a good lunch (chicken, pulled pork, salad, mac and
cheese) would be a wonderful way to celebrate graduation
and the accomplishments the seniors have achieved. By
working as the Body of  Christ, we were able to provide a
blessed meal for all the students at Liberty Prep. Pastors
and some laity were able to attend and see the community
that is being built at Liberty Prep and how God is working
in the lives of  these students (and staff).

We saw 18 seniors graduate this year and were blessed
and able to bless by attending, bearing gifts, and
supporting them as they graduated. I give thanks for the
help of  our volunteers and those passionate to make this
happen. It was the help of  several churches that helped
finically support this endeavor (Church of  the Cross UMC,
Oak Chapel UMC, Smithville UMC, Wooster UMC). We
give thanks that we could bless these students, these
young adults, this year. 
 
Blessings,
Pastor James

This is the gift presented to the seniors
at Liberty Prep for completion of  their
studies for their HS graduation. COTC
continues to offer support and
encouragement to these students.
Please pray for the future of  these
graduates as they enter the next
phase of  their lives.
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Missions 

International
TMS Global
CAMO

Local
People to People
Salvation Army
CCHO
Pregnancy Care Center
Wayne United Chaplains
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Contact us:
Church office: 330-345-6472, cotcumc@gmail.com
Pastor James: jlance12@bu.edu
Pastor Aimee: aimeejohare@gmail.com
Church website: cotcwooster.com

Charline Engle, Administrative Assistant
Janet Borton, Director of Music/ Organist
Rev. Tom Shaw, Shut-in Minister
Teresa Arnold, Custodian

June

1    Sue Parris
3    Jane Sparr
4    Ruth Long
7    Ruth Gordon
8    Connie Smeltzer
9    Dana Phillips
12  Janet Kasserman
18  Becky Schultz
19  Larry Ouwerkerk
22  Roy Carmony
      Margaret Schellin
26  Debbie Morrow

July

3    Betty Underwood
6    Angel Hutchison
24  Joann Carpenter
      Christy Tolbert
28  Jennifer Parris
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